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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2343

Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By House Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Representative Hai gh)
READ FI RST Tl ME 04/ 20/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to achieving savings in education prograns by
revising provisions relating to diagnostic assessnents, classified
staff training, condi ti onal schol ar shi ps, certain professional
devel opnent progranms, coordination for career and technical student
organi zations, and national board certification bonuses; anmendi ng RCW
28A. 655. 200, 28A.415. 315, 28A 660.050, 28A. 415.350, 28A. 415.250, and
28A. 405. 415; providing an effective date; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A. 655.200 and 2007 ¢ 354 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature intends to permt school districts to offer
normreferenced assessnents, neke di agnostic tools avail able to school
districts, and provide funding for diagnostic assessnents to enhance
student learning at all grade levels and provide early intervention
bef ore the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(2) In addition to the diagnostic assessnents provided under this
section, school districts may, at their own expense, adm nister norm
referenced assessnents to students.
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(3) Subject to the availability of anpunts appropriated for _this
pur pose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
post on its web site for voluntary use by school districts, a guide of
di agnosti c assessnents. The assessnents in the guide, to the extent
possi bl e, shall include the characteristics |isted in subsection (4) of
this section.

(4) Subject to the availability of anpbunts appropriated for _this
pur pose, begi nning Septenber 1, 2007, the office of the superintendent
of public instruction shall neke diagnostic assessnents in reading
witing, mthematics, and science in elenmentary, mddle, and high
school grades available to school districts. Subject to funds
appropriated for this purpose, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall also provide funding to school districts for
admnistration of diagnostic assessnents to help inprove student
| earning, identify academ c weaknesses, enhance student planning and
gui dance, and develop targeted instructional strategies to assist
students before the high school Wshington assessnent of student
| earning. To the greatest extent possible, the assessnents shall be:

(a) Aligned to the state's grade | evel expectations;

(b) I'ndividualized to each student's perfornmance | evel;

(c) Adm nistered efficiently to provide results either inmediately
or within two weeks;

(d) Capabl e of neasuring individual student growth over tinme and
al l owi ng student progress to be conpared to other students across the
country;

(e) Readily avail able to parents; and

(f) Cost-effective.

(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
offer training at statew de and regional staff devel opnment activities
in:

(a) The interpretation of diagnostic assessnents; and
(b) Application of instructional strategies that wll increase
student | earni ng based on di agnostic assessnent dat a.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 415. 315 and 2008 ¢ 65 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Subject to_the availability of anpunts_ appropriated_for _ this
purpose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, in

SHB 2343. SL p. 2
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consultation wth various groups representing school district
classified enpl oyees, shall develop and offer a training strand through
the summer institutes and the winter conference targeted to classified
instructional assistants and designed to help them maxim ze their
effectiveness in inproving student achi evenent.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 660.050 and 2007 ¢ 396 s 8 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of anpunts appropriated for these
pur poses, _the conditional scholarship prograns in this chapter are
created under the foll ow ng guidelines:

(1) The progranms shall be adm nistered by the higher education
coordi nating board. In admnistering the prograns, the higher
education coordi nating board has the foll owm ng powers and duti es:

(a) To adopt necessary rules and devel op guidelines to adm nister
t he prograns;

(b) To collect and manage repaynents from partici pants who do not
nmeet their service obligations; and

(c) To accept grants and donations from public and private sources
for the prograns.

(2) Requirenents for participation in the conditional scholarship
prograns are as provided in this subsection (2).

(a) The alternative route conditional scholarship program is
limted to interns of the partnership grant prograns under RCW

28A. 660. 040. In order to receive conditional scholarship awards,
reci pients shall
(1) Be accepted and nmaintain enroll nent in alternative

certification routes through the partnership grant program

(i1) Continue to make satisfactory progress toward conpletion of
the alternative route certification programand receipt of a residency
teaching certificate; and

(ii1) Receive no nore than the annual anmount of the scholarship
not to exceed eight thousand dollars, for the cost of tuition, fees,
and educational expenses, including books, supplies, and transportation
for the alternative route certification programin which the recipient
is enrolled. The board may adj ust the annual award by the average rate
of resident wundergraduate tuition and fee increases at the state
universities as defined in RCW28B. 10. 016.

p. 3 SHB 2343. SL
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(b) The pipeline for paraeducators conditional schol arship program
islimted to qualified paraeducators as provided by RCW 28A. 660. 042.
In order to receive conditional schol arship awards, recipients shall:

(1) Be accepted and mnmamintain enrollnment at a comunity and
technical college for no nore than two years and attain an associ ate of
arts degree;

(i1) Continue to nmake satisfactory progress toward conpl etion of an
associate of arts degree. This progress requirenent is a condition for
eligibility into a route one program of the alternative routes to
teacher certification programfor a mathematics, special education, or
Engl i sh as a second | anguage endor senent; and

(ii1) Receive no nore than the annual anmount of the scholarship
not to exceed four thousand dollars, for the cost of tuition, fees, and
educati onal expenses, including books, supplies, and transportation for
the alternative route certification programin which the recipient is
enrolled. The board may adj ust the annual award by the average rate of
tuition and fee increases at the state community and technical
col | eges.

(c) The retooling to teach mathematics and science conditional
schol arship programis limted to current K-12 teachers and i ndi vi dual s
having an el enentary education certificate but who are not enployed in
positions requiring an el enentary education certificate as provided by
RCW 28A. 660.045. I n order to receive conditional schol arship awards:

(1) Individuals currently enployed as teachers shall pursue a
mddle |evel mathematics or science, or secondary nmathematics or
sci ence endorsenent; or

(1i1) Individuals who are certificated with an el enentary educati on
endorsenent, but not enployed in positions requiring an elenentary
education certificate, shall pursue an endorsenent in mddle |evel
mat hemati cs or science, or both; and

(ti1) Individuals shall use one of the pathways to endorsenent
processes to receive a mathematics or science endorsenent, or both
whi ch shall include passing a mathematics or science endorsenent test,
or both tests, plus observation and conpl eting applicable coursework to
attain the proper endorsenent; and

(tv) Individuals shall receive no nore than the annual anount of
t he schol arship, not to exceed three thousand dollars, for the cost of

SHB 2343. SL p. 4
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tuition, test fees, and educational expenses, including books,
supplies, and transportation for the endorsenent pathway bei ng pursued.

(3) The Washington professional educator standards board shall
sel ect individuals to receive conditional schol arships.

(4) For the purpose of this chapter, a conditional scholarship is
a loan that is forgiven in whole or in part in exchange for service as
a certificated teacher enployed in a Wshington state K-12 public
school. The state shall forgive one year of |oan obligation for every
two years a recipient teaches in a public school. Recipients who fai
to continue a course of study Ileading to residency teacher
certification or cease to teach in a public school in the state of
Washington in their endorsenent area are required to repay the
remai ni ng loan principal with interest.

(5) Recipients who fail to fulfill the required teachi ng obligation
are required to repay the remaining |loan principal with interest and
any other applicable fees. The higher education coordinating board
shall adopt rules to define the ternms for repaynent, including
applicable interest rates, fees, and defernents.

(6) The higher education coordinating board may deposit al
appropriations, collections, and any other funds received for the
programin this chapter in the future teachers conditional schol arship
account authorized in RCW 28B. 102. 080.

Sec. 4. RCW28A.415.350 and 2007 ¢ 402 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Subject to_the availability of anpunts_ appropriated_for _ this
pur pose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction shall:

(1) Create partnerships with the educational service districts or
public or private institutions of higher education wth approved
educator preparation prograns to develop and deliver professional
devel opnent | earning opportunities for educators that fulfill the goals
and address the activities described in sections 3 through 6 of this
act and RCW28A. 415. 360. The partnerships shall:

(a) Support school districts by providing professional devel opnent
| eadershi p, courses, and consultation services to school districts in
their inplenentation of professional devel opnent activities, including
the activities described in sections 3 through 6 of this act and RCW
28A. 415. 360; and
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(b) Support one another in the delivery of state-level and
regi onal -l evel professional developnent activities such as state
conferences and regi onal accountability institutes; and

(2) Enter into a performance agreenment wth each educational
service district to clearly articulate partner responsibilities and
assure fidelity for the delivery of professional devel opnent
initiatives including job-enbedded practices. Conponents of such
per formance agreenents shall include:

(a) Participation in the developnent of various professional
devel opnent wor kshops, prograns, and activities;

(b) Characteristics and qualifications of professional devel opnent
staff supported by the program

(c) Methods to ensure consistent delivery of professiona
devel opnent services; and

(d) Reporting responsibilities related to services provided,
program participation, outcones, and recomendations for service
I nprovenent .

Sec. 5. RCW28A.415.250 and 1993 ¢ 336 s 401 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Subject to_the availability of anpunts_ appropriated_for _ this
pur pose, the superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules to
establish and operate a teacher assistance program For the purposes
of this section, the terns "nentor teachers,"” "begi nning teachers," and
"experienced teachers” may include any person possessing any one of the
various certificates issued by the superintendent of public instruction
under RCW 28A. 410.010. Subject to_the availability of anounts
appropriated for this purpose, the programshall provide for:

(1) Assistance by nentor teachers who wll provide a source of
continui ng and sustai ned support to beginning teachers, or experienced
teachers who are having difficulties, or both, both in and outside the
classroom A nentor teacher may not be involved in evaluations under
RCW 28A. 405. 100 of a teacher who receives assistance from said nmentor
teacher under the teacher assistance program established under this
section. The nentor teachers shall also periodically inform their
principals respecting the contents of training sessions and other
program activities;

SHB 2343. SL p. 6
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(2) Stipends for mentor teachers and beginning and experienced
teachers which shall not be deened conpensation for the purposes of
salary lid conpliance under RCW 28A. 400. 200: PROVI DED, That sti pends
shall not be subject to the continuing contract provisions of this
title;

(3) Workshops for the training of nentor and begi nning teachers;

(4) The use of substitutes to give nentor teachers, beginning
teachers, and experienced teachers opportunities to jointly observe and
eval uate teaching situations and to give nentor teachers opportunities
to observe and assist beginning and experienced teachers in the
cl assroom

(5 Mentor teachers who are superior teachers based on their
eval uati ons, pur suant to RCW ((28A405-010)) 28A.410.025  and
28A. 405.030 through 28A.405.240, and who hold valid continuing
certificates;

(6) Mentor teachers shall be selected by the district and may serve
as nmentors up to and including full tine. If a bargaining unit,
certified pursuant to RCW 41.59.090 exists wthin the district,
cl assroom teachers representing the bargaining unit shall participate
in the nentor teacher selection process; and

(7) Periodic consultation by the superintendent of public
instruction or the superintendent's designee with representatives of
educational organizations and associations, including educational
service districts and public and private institutions of higher
education, for the purposes of inproving comunication and cooperation
and programrevi ew.

Sec. 6. RCW28A. 405.415 and 2008 ¢ 175 s 2 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(D) Certificated i nstructional staff who have at t ai ned
certification from the national board for professional teaching
standards shall receive a bonus each year in which they maintain the
certification. The bonus shall be calculated as follows: The annual
bonus shall be five thousand dollars in the 2007-08 school year.
Thereafter, the annual bonus shall increase by inflation. For the
2009-10 and 2010-11 school years the_annual bonus shall be subject to
the availability of anpbunts appropriated for this purpose. During the
2011-2013 and_ 2013-2015 fiscal _ biennia, in_ addition to_ annual

p. 7 SHB 2343. SL
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adjustnents for inflation, the bonus amount shall be additionally
increased such that, by the end of the 2014-15 school year, nationa

board bonus anpunts are, at a mninum equal to what they would have
been if annual adjustnents for inflation had not been suspended during

the 2009-10 or 2010-11 school year.

(2) Certificated i nstructional staff who have att ai ned
certification from the national board for professional teaching
standards shall be eligible for bonuses in addition to that provided by
subsection (1) of this sectionif the individual is in an instructional
assignment in a school in which at |east seventy percent of the
students qualify for the free and reduced-price |unch program

(3) The anmpunt of the additional bonus under subsection (2) of this
section for those neeting the qualifications of subsection (2) of this
section is five thousand dol | ars.

(4) The bonuses provided under this section are in addition to
conpensation received under a district's salary schedul e adopted in
accordance wth RCW 28A 405.200 and shall not be included in
calculations of a district's average salary and associated salary
limtations under RCW28A. 400. 200.

(5) The bonuses provided under this section shall be paidin alunp
sum anount .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 20009.

Passed by the House April 20, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 23, 30009.

Approved by the Governor May 18, 20009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 20, 2009.
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